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CONICAL CORNEA.
Sui,-I frankly own that the paper published in the BRITISH

MEDICAL JOUIrNAL of February 23rd, I889, by Mr. Richard
Williams, of Liverpool, had escaped my notice, or I would
,certainly have given him the credit of initiating non-perfora-
tion of the cornea.

I may, however, remind him that my paper was published
in The Practitioner, in I895, and it is only now that he has
called my attention to his own prior communication, thus
showing that his knowledge of the literature of the subject
was also somewhat wanting.
My chief claim to originality lies in the creation of two dis-

tinct zones of varying depths and a small central spot which
in the process of healing exercise a graduated pressure, and I
venture to hope that Mr. Williams will give this method a
trial.-I am, etc.,
Harley Street, W., May Igth. ANDERSON CRITCHETT.

THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL MANIFESTO.
SIR,-Any statements or opinions expressed by Dr. Beddoe

tnust command respect from all members of our profession,
and from none more than from me. I do not of course dis-
pute his facts, but the inference he draws from them appears
to me at least questionable. I am able to produce many ex-
amples of sober parents who have defective children, and of
drunken parents who bave apparently normal children. It is
evident, therefore, even if parental inebriety does affect off-
spring subsequently born, that it is not the sole cause, or
even a constant cause, of filial degeneracy. It follows that
the problem whether it is ever a cause cannot be settled by
an appeal to isolated instances. It is so surrounded by
difficulties that only statistics very carefully compiled and on
an enormous scale would help us. None such exist. Other
eources of investigation, however, are open, and supply evi-
sdence which I cannot but think is conclusive against the view
iheld by Dr. Beddoe.

i. Prolonged biological research appears to indicate that
the offspring of the higher plants and animals are not affected
by the conditions to which their parents have been exposed.
Apparently the sole cause of variations is the intermixture of
dissimilar germ plasms. Thus the offspring of sexual genera-
tion always vary, whereas the offspring of asexual generation
invariably present exact copies of their parents.

2. If paternal inebriety affects offspring it must of course
be through the germ cells. The defect in the child will then
te blastemic in origin, that is, it will be a congenital or inborn
trait, a "variation." But congenital traits are known to be
transmissible, not only to offspring, but to remoter descen-
dants. Intemperance in subsequent generations will accen-
Stuate the defect. It is obvious, under such conditions, that
the race will 'grow increasingly degenerate till, ultimately, it
suffers extinction. This degeneracy is in fact alleged in " the
international manifesto." Now, many races have been drink-
ing for thousands of years. Which of these races are degene-
rate, and in what particular? Which drinking races have
suffered, or are undergoing, extinction. The British have
been drinking since beyond the dawn of history; in what
erespects are they more degenerate 'than Tierra del Fuegians or
Australian Blacks who have had no experience of alcohol?
Again-appealing to other forms of poisoning-what races
iiave become degenerate through continuous saturation with
opium or the toxins of malaria, tuberculosis, or syphilis P
On the other hand, if parental inebriety does not affect off-

-spring, it is evident that the principle of natural selection
comes into play. The elimination of the unfittest (that is,
those most inclined to excess) will result ultimately in a
greater racial tendency to sobriety. A race afflicted by alcohol
will then tend continuously to grow moreand more temperate.
'Now, it is the simple fact that every'race'throughout the
world that commands a sufficient supply of alcohol is tem-
perate strictly in proportion to its past experience of the
poison; and this irrespective of religion, nationality, climate,
,potency of liquor, and so forth. bimilarly'races that have
longest used opium are the most moderate in its use, and
races that have longest been afflicted by malaria, tuberculosis,
syphilis, or any other deadly disease are the most resistant to
them.

Since all the races of mankind sprang from a common
origin, but are now so widely diVergent; and 'since every race
is especially fitted to the environment in which it is placed,
it is manifest therefore that they have undergone evolution.
For example, the Englishman survives in London, but
perishes of malaria in West Africa; whereas the West African

survives in his forests, but perishes of tuberculosis in London.
I think if Dr. Beddoe will consider the matter he will find
reason to conclude that if it be true that agencies which in-
Juriously affect the parent are causes of filial degeneration,
then the doctrine of evolution by natural selection must be
abandoned. That doctrine and the doctrine of filial degenera-
tion cannot both be true. Filial degeneration leaves no room
for natural selection, since, under its operation, there could
be no favourable variations. All would be unfavourable. It
must be remembered that all races when first introduced to
alcohol suffer extremely (that is, are excessively inclined to
excess), just as they suffer extremely when first introduced to
opium or to any deadly disease. The start they make is an
extremely bad one; and, as I say, if Dr. Beddoe is right, they
would rapidly become extinct.-I am, etc.,
Southsea, May 5th. G. ARCODALL REID.

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE
JUBILEE.

SIR,-Your admirable article upon this institution should
prove a powerful appeal to all members of the profession who
do not live simply for themselves. I desire to offer a prac-
tical suggestion which would further substantiate your com-
mon-sense direction to the " power of littles." Many people
are scared at the thought of allowing their names to go down
as stewards, believing this involves them in a very heavy
donation, and it would be well to make known what is be-
lieved to be a reasonable minimum sum. But there is a
further suggestion I should like to make; it is this: Let
every member of the profession who would like, but is not
able, to share the banquet and enjoy what will doubtless be
a most entertaining evening, reckon up the cost his journey
to London would be, and add this to the conventional ticket
guinea, and forward cheque to be received by Dr..Holman,
the energetic Honorary Treasurer, on the day of the festival.
and I shall be surprised if the £io,ooo is not readily forth-
coming. This, at any rate, is what I intend, and shall induce
as many more here as I can to do.-I am etc.,
Old Trafford, May xgth. JAS. BRASSEY BRIERLEY.
*** The office of the Royal Medical Benevolent College is at

37, Soho Square, W.C.

THE DIAGNOSIS OF DIPHTHERIA.
SIR,-I recently saw a case I diagnosed as nasal diphtheria.

My diagnosis was confirmed by the health department of the
borough, who reported numerous diphtheria bacilli present.
In spite of this, which was duly reported by me on my notifi-
cation form, the child was returned home and the parents
informed that it was not a case of diphtheria. The only
justification for such a course seems to have been that the
membrane had separated before the child was removed.
However, with the bacteriological report, it seems very hard
that a practitioner should be put to the vexation of having
his case returned.-I am, etc.,
Blackfriars Road, S.E., May x8th. G. R. ELWIN, M.D.Lond.

PLAGUE ON BOARD SHIP: A CORRECTION.
SIR,-My attention has been called to the following state-

ment which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
May 16th:

Plague on Board Ship.
The ss. Orizaba from Sydney called at Plymouth on April 27th, and

reported that one of the native crew was landed at Suez believed to be
suffering from plague. Bacteriological information has confirmed the
suspicion. The vessel was admitted to pratique at Naples, Marseilles, and
Gibraltar, but at Plymouth the Local Government Board ordered that it
should be treated as an infected ship.

I have to inform you that the statement as to the bacterio-
logical examination confirming the suspicion is quite wrong.
The bacteriological examination was made on the patient
being landed at Suez by the health authorities at that port,
but their examination proved the case to be not one of
plague, and the information was telegraphed to Naples and
other Mediterranean ports where the ship was admitted to
free pratique. The vessel also received pratique at Plymouth
and London, but only after a regrettable delay. As the state-
ment you make is likely to cause anxiety not only to the
passengers who were on board, but to the friends and rela-
tives whom they may have visited on landing, I shall be glad
if you will contradict the statement in your next issue.-I am,
etc.,

E. A. VEALE,
Orient Steam Navigation Company, Limited, Secretary.

London, E.C., May xgth.


